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MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff report 


BELCHERTOWN -—- 
Community mem- 
bers didn’t let a lit- 
tle snow stop them 
from acts of kind- 
ness last Saturday. 

A steady flow 
of traffic outside 
of the Belchertown 
Police Station meant 
one thing — the annu- 
al “Stuff the cruiser” 
event. 

During the day, Det. 
Robert Mann and K-9 
Officer Adam Brougham 
helped to carry in bags of 
donations of gifts into the lobby 
of the station, both homemade 
and store-bought. 

Working with members of 
the community, the toys will be 
distributed to families in need, 
according to Mann, who said the 
event has been going strong for 
about eight years. 

“We really like to keep the 
gift in town,” Mann said. “The 
community has been generous, 
as always, even in the rain and 
snow.” 











PHOTO BY MELINA BOURDEAU 


The lobby area of the Belchertown Police Station was full of donations of toys from the community which will be going to 


families in need this holiday season. 





BELCHERTOWN 


Selectboard 
Sets tax rate 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff report 


BELCHERTOWN — The 
Selectboard unanimously 
approved a single tax rate, the 
last step of the budget pro- 
cess, determining the tax levy 
paid by property owners in its 
Monday, Dec. 7 meeting. 

Director of Assessments, 
John Whelihan presented to 
the board about the tax rate to 
“make sure the budget is bal- 
anced through proposition 2 
1/2.” 

The tax rate is now $18.13 
across the board for residen- 
tial, commercial and industri- 
al classes making the tax levy 
$29,827,808. Last fiscal year’s 
tax rate was $18.17. 

The town’s valuation is 
about $1.64 billion and of that 
the residential makes up 92%, 
according to Whelihan, add- 
ing that the valuation has been 
going up. Last year the valu- 
ation was about $1.5 billion, 
he said. 


See TAX RATE, page 9 « 





COVID-19 


Belchertown sees surge in cases 


COVID-19 numbers 
hit an all-time high 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff report 


BELCHERTOWN -— Along 
with the state and the country, the 
number of COVID-19 cases has 
increased in Belchertown. 

As of Dec. 8, the case num- 
bers have hit an all-time high in 
Belchertown since the pandem- 
ic hit with a total of 46 cases. 
Previously the highest cases in a 
week was 21 in April. 

There have been 278 cases 
to date and eight deaths due to 
COVID-19. 

Quabbin Health Director Judy 
Metcalf spoke about the “surge.” 

“We are just seeing the 
Thanksgiving cases now, I saw 
the first Thanksgiving-related 
cluster on Friday,’ Metcalf told 
the Board of Health on Monday. 
“On Saturday and Sunday things 
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Belchertown Covid Curve to December 5, 2020 


COURTESY GRAPHIC FROM THE QUABBIN HEALTH DISTRICT 





Belchertown COVID-19 numbers hit an all time high this week with a total of 46 


cases as of Monday, Dec. 8. 


slowed down. That will go for 
another week or two until after 
Christmas...We expect a surge 
upon a surge until mid-January.” 
Metcalf said there is hope on 
the horizon with a vaccine, but 
the pandemic isn’t over yet. 
“Hopefully, we’ll start getting 
more vaccines and then over the 


a Call Surner 
“=~ _and ask for our 
7 PINK truck 
to make your 
next delivery. 


se 


course of February, March and 
April we see more vaccinations 
out there and we can start see- 
ing a normal life for the future,’ 


Metcalf said. “Like I said, next 


Summer we will have won the 
war, but we are losing this battle. 


See SURGE, page 9 = 


Surner Heating has partnered with the 
Susan G. Koman Foundation to support all 
those whom have been touched by 
Breast Cancer. 


TASK FORCE 


COVID-19 task force 
launches hotline 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff report 


BELCHERTOWN —- The 
COVID-19 Task Force has 
launched a hotline, allowing 
residents to report large residen- 
tial gatherings. The goal of the 
hotline is to educate the public 
about the ongoing risks of gath- 
ering inside during the winter in 
the midst of the pandemic. 

As part of an ongoing discus- 
sion around enforcing the state 
mandates to limit the number of 
people gathering inside and as 
Quabbin Health District reported 
the highest COVID-19 cases in a 
week since the pandemic began, 
the COVID-19 Task Force 
agreed it was an appropriate time 
to launch the hotline. 

The hotline number is 413- 
213-1150. 

Belchertown Board of Health 
and Task Force member Hope 


HEATING CO., INC. 


Guardenier said the goal of 
the hotline is to “help keep 
Belchertown safe by informing 
and educating our neighbors and 
community members of the risks 
associated with small gatherings 
and let everyone know about the 
Governor’s orders limiting those 
gatherings.” 

In the task force meeting on 
Thursday, Dec. 3, the task force 
discussed the hotline. 

“IT like the messaging about 
education. You’re not calling to 
get someone in trouble it’s real- 
ly about education here,” added 
School Committee chair and task 
force member Heidi Gutekenst. 

Guardenier said once someone 
calls the number, they will be 
asked to leave the street address 
of the gathering in question and 
the caller’s contact information 
for follow up, if they choose to 


See HOTLINE, page 9 = 


60 Shumway Street 
Amherst, MA 01002 


413.253.5999 





PAGE 2 


THE SENTINEL «- THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2020 





EASY 
) = WAYS TO 
REACH 
US 










PHONE 


413.283.8393 


Fax: 413.289.1977 
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393 


EMAIL 


Advertising Sales 
Maureen McGarrett Hall 
mmcgarrett@turley.com 




















Editor 
Melina Bourdeau 
sentinel@turley.com 





Subscriptions 
$31 per year pre-paid 
($36 out of state) 






WEB 
www.sentinel.turley.com 


[Ej @ The Sentinel 


The Sentinel is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. ¢ www.turley.com 


Support the local 
businesses that 
support your 
local newspaper. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Belchertown 
Sentinel 





4 - 


i COMMUNITY 


Art take-away 
rescheduled 


BELCHERTOWN —- Mother nature “snowed” the 
Quabbin Art Association’s art take-away that was planned 
for Saturday, Dec. 5, but luckily there is a snow date in 
place. However, the Quabbin Art Association is prepared 
for the art give-away on Dec. 12. 

The Quabbin Art Association is holding this event to 
give back to the community and fulfills an important part 
of the association’s mission which is to provide opportu- 
nity for local artists and to promote community interest in 
the visual arts. 

QAA, its members and friends, have collected hundreds 
of items, from supplies, hand crafted ornaments, greeting 
cards, fine art, photography, prints, anything art related, 
that will be hung on the large pine tree on the Belchertown 
common. 

Masks and social distancing required. 


Hopes Holiday Shoppe’ 
goes virtual throu Dec. 16 


BELCHERTOWN — Hope United Methodist Church, 
along with many other organizations, was unable to hold 
its annual holiday bazaar this year due to the pandemic. 

In its place, Hope has brought the bazaar to the world 
of online shopping. Many items, mostly handcrafted, that 
would have been sold at the bazaar are for sale through the 
Rally Up fundraising platform. 

Shoppers can visit https://go.rallyup.com/hopeumc2020 
to see all the great things being offered. This is a secure 
website and payments are made by credit card. Purchases 
can be picked up at the church each Saturday between 10 
and 11 a.m. or by appointment. 

The holiday shop will be open through December 16, 
but sales have been brisk so it would be wise to check it 
out soon. 


HOLYOKE, MA | (413) 650-2500 
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Board/committee vacancies 


BELCHERTOWN - The Belchertown 
Selectboard is looking for citizens inter- 
ested in sharing their expertise by serving 
on a town board/committee. 

If you have time and are interested in 
getting involved in your town’s activ- 
ities, please submit a letter of interest 
to: Board of Selectmen, The Finnerty 
House, One South Main Street, P.O. Box 
670, Belchertown, MA 01007 or by email 
to selectmen @belchertown.org (unless 
otherwise indicated below). 

The town wishes to fill the following 
vacancies: 

Conservation Commission: The town 
wishes to fill a full member vacancy on 
the Conservation Commission. The com- 
mission is charged with the protection of 
the community’s natural resources and 
advises other municipal boards and com- 
mittees on conservation issues relating 
to their areas of responsibility. Interested 
applicants will need to familiarize them- 
selves with the Wetland Regulations and 
attend workshops and meetings regularly. 

The deadline has been extended to 12 
p.m. on Friday, Jan. 8, 2021. 

Cultural Council: The town wishes 
to fill a vacancy on the Cultural Council. 
The Council promotes an appreciation of 
the arts and culture by participating in the 
development and administration of funds 
for local cultural activities. 


The deadline has been extended to 12 
p.m. on Friday, Jan. 8, 2021. 

Fair Committee: The town wishes to 
fill vacancies on the Fair Committee. If 
you are interested in playing an active 
role in the planning process of the annual 
Belchertown Fair and Parade, please sub- 
mit a letter of interest to the Selectboard’s 
Office. 

The deadline has been extended to 12 
p.m. on Friday, Jan. 8, 2021. 

Historic District By-Law 
Commission: The town wishes to fill 
an associate member seat (non-voting) 
and an at-large (full member) seat on the 
Historic District By-Law Commission. 
The commission has regulatory control 
over new construction, reconstruction, 
alterations, movements and demolition of 
all exterior architectural features of build- 
ings and structures within the Historic 
District which are visible from any public 
street, public way or public park. 

The deadline has been extended to 12 
p.m. on Friday, Jan. 8, 2021. 

Zoning Board of Appeals — Associate 
Member: The ZBA is responsible 
for hearing and deciding on applica- 
tions for special permits, variances and 
appeals from decisions of the Zoning 
Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector. 

The deadline has been extended to 12 
p.m. on Friday, Jan. 8, 2021. 


Christmas tree light display 


BELCHERTOWN — Join Christ 
Community Church for a drive through 
Christmas experience on Saturday, Dec. 
19 from 5 to 7:30 p.m. 

There will be brightly decorated trees, 
a live nativity and caroling at Christ 


Community Church located at 1255 
Federal St., Belchertown. Come anytime 
between 5 and 7:30 p.m. to drive through 
and enjoy some sights of Christmas, this 
event is free to the public. 


>. 
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BELCHERTOWN - Seconds 
count when it comes to a heart 
attack. 

The Belchertown Fire 
Department EMTs and paramed- 
ics received an award recognizing 
their efforts to make every second 
count when it comes to a STEMI 
heart attack, the most serious type 
of heart attack. 

The award was given to the 
department for holding the num- 
ber one spot for the 2019 top 
STEMI teams with transport times 
greater than 15 minutes away 
from Baystate Springfield. 

A STEMILis a large heart attack. 
The “MI” stands for myocardial 
infarction, which is the medical 
term for heart attack. The “STE” 
stands for ST segment elevation, 
which is the finding on an EKG 
that allows EMTs to diagnose a 
large heart attack. 

The Belchertown Fire 
Department has collaborated 
with Baystate Medical Center in 
Springfield to work quicker and 
more efficiently when it comes to 
STEMIs. 

Belchertown Capt. Scott 
Chapman said the goal is to get 
patients to the Baystate Cardiac 
Cath Lab to provide them with 
emergent treatment which will 
“relieve and fix the heart attack 
before serious damage occurs.” 

“Heart muscle isn’t like other 
muscle in our bodies, once 
it’s damaged it can’t regrow,” 
Chapman said. “So the faster we 
can get people to the hospital to 
get treatment, the faster we can 
prevent short- and long-term dam- 
age.” 

He said the effort is truly one of 
collaboration. Using the General 


_DOLIOAY SEASON AT . 





Ambulance crew, Josh DeForge, Ernie Flory, fed Bock and Ambulance/EMS Coordinator Captain Scott Nites A fe Oe Bo - 
Chapman hold the STEMI award recently presented by Baystate Medical Center. Renee tek ty 
= Ali Hakler, Vine Huutery, 

F : : . : . aceaniel aries Heather Decent 
Devices e-Bridge application, In one instance, from the time a smart- | —— neds Diver 
Belchertown EMTs were able to EMS first contacted their patient phone app | | = wen te ra 
send vital patient information long in Belchertown to the time cardiac - Baystate | “1=tsys" al recand times ts 


before arriving at the hospital. 

“For us, it’s about recognizing 
the heart attack and getting the 
patient to care,’ Chapman said. 
“Another part of that is that we 
worked with Baystate use new 
technology, which is through a 
cell phone, which is HIPAA com- 
pliant, to take a picture of the 
EKG of what the heart is doing 
and send that to the doctors in the 
ER.” 

After sending the STEMI alert, 
they arrive in the Cath Lab with 
the patient. 
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iHoppu Holidays, 


from 


blood flow was restored was 62 
minutes. The team was also able 
to achieve a 29-minute door to 
balloon time. The American Heart 
Association’s goal is 90 minutes. 

Prior to the e-Bridge technolo- 
gy, EMS couldn’t send this crit- 
ical information until they were 
within radio range, about five 
minutes out, according to Baystate 
Springfield. 

“We worked hard to do this,” 
Chapman said. “We were one of 
the first departments to sign on 
with the new technology using 
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Fire Department received Baystate award 
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covered the | 
cost of it, 
we just had 
to put smart 
phones in 
the truck, 
and at a minimal cost to 
the town we were able to do this.” 
“This technology has dramat- 
ically decreased door-to-balloon 
times. Giving EMS a better way 
to alert us of critically ill patients 
from further away is extremely 
beneficial to patient outcomes 
and care team engagement. It 
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has transformed our pre-hospital 
notification process,” said Alina 
Capatina, ACS/STEMI Program 
Coordinator. 

Baystate Medical Center is the 
only Level | Trauma center in the 
region and the only hospital using 
this technology. 

Chapman said while it’s a 
friendly competition among the 
STEMI teams to get first place, 
the department is proud for the 
life-saving service Belchertown 
residents receive. 

“We got recognized for this, 
but we were able to do that in 
cooperation with the Emergency 
Department and the Cath Lab 
to have the best outcome for 











Belchertown Fire Department recently received a STEMI award. 


our patients,’ Chapman said. 
“Sometimes paramedics are doing 
treatment before patients get to 
the hospital like starting the IV or 
give medicines to delay or reverse 
what’s going with the patient. It’s 
all about getting them help they 
need.” 
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THE BEST FRESH 
FOR YOUR HOLIDAYS! 


Spectacular 
Poinsettias is" 





Winter Rose, Brilliant Pinks, 
Marbled, White & Variegated 


“Fantasy Colors” 
BLUE, Lavender, Gold 
“Glittered and Glamorous” 
All Colors & Sizes in Decorative Containers Too! 


Beauilful L(lidlay Presh 
‘ » Flower & Evergreen 


Arrangements 


Featuring Reindeer, 
Cardinals & Candles 





Fresh Flower Bouquets 
with Gnomes & Ornaments 


Watch Them Grow! 
Holiday Bulbs ~ Stunning Amaryllis 


and Fragrant Paper Whites 


Holiday Travel Mugs 
in Your Favorite Winter Themes 


Gourmet 
Gift Baskets 


New England Specialties, 
Italian Gourmet Baskets, 
Snack Attacks, Wine Baskets, 
Chocolate Lover's & MORE 
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Randall's 
Holiday Foods! 


New ~ Holiday Dinner Packages ~ 
Turkey, Ham, Steak Tips, 
Lasagna & Chicken Francaise 
With Complimentary Side Dishes 
Serving 4-6 or 8-12 Diners 


Boars Head Deli Platters ¢ Quiche 
«e Fruit & Veggie Trays © Meatballs 
~ Stuffed Mushrooms & MORE 


Mini Black Bottom Cup Cakes 
Red Velvet Cake e Festive Cookies, 
Pies & Desserts 


CHRISTMAS BAKERY & HOLIDAY CATERING 
ORDERS ~ LAST DAY DECEMBER 20TH 










Gluten Free Holiday Foods 
Fresh and in Our Freezer Section 
IVE VAw oss), Ve 








“Not Just Red” in 



















631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 
OPEN: 

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 7AM - 8PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM - 7PM 


Find us on and You) 








— COMMUNITY 


Memory tree blocks available 


BELCHERTOWN - If you 
have been to the Belchertown 
Fair, you have likely walked 
by the “Memory Tree” and 
read some of the terms of 
endearment for a lost loved 
one. The Friends of the 
Belchertown Fair got cre- 
ative this year with a special 
“Cat’s Meow” block despite 
(or in-spite of) the fair’s can- 
cellation. 


The Memory Tree should ___ COURTESY PHOTOS 
be available mid-December in For those interested in purchasing a “Cat's Meow 


Peaed quince aad eeltn blocks, Friends of the Belchertown Fair at friend- 
t $25 q eae a = sofbtownfair@gmail.com to reserve a block or 
4 Per DIOCK. AUIS SUTEe tO purchase at Stadler ACE Hardware. 

be a crowd pleaser with spe- 


cial ‘glow in the dark lights’. 





el i | 


it will provide people with a way to 


eka if ie me _ ~ Cat's -eflect on all those experiences peo- 
ee eee es leave lot. 


put a heart on this real memory tree ; 
(thanks to Stadler ACE Hardware), ee eee or 
you will want one of these. 

This block should be a reminder 
of what a crazy year 2020 has been, 
the year that the “Big B-town Fair” 
didn’t happen due to COVID-19 and 


Belchertown Fair at friendsofbtown- 
fair@ gmail.com to reserve a block or 
purchase at Stadler ACE Hardware 
when they become available. 





2021 QUABBIN. J CHristmas Eve — 
HISTORY CALENDAR ©=candlelight service 


And A BELCHERTOWN -— Join the members of 
NEW QUABBIN BOOK Christ Community Church congregation for a 
by J.R. Greene time of worship and music focusing on the true 
meaning of Christmas and the joy that this season 

brings. 


; The Christmas Eve service will take place 
Choa at 5:30 p.m. both livestreamed, on the Christ 
Amherst Community Church Facebook page, and in 
Atkins ¢ Hastings person at the church. All social distancing and 
Palmer — mask-wearing regulations will be in place. 
Palmer Hobbies Attendees are asked to sign up to attend at the 
Thorndike church’s website: www.gracefortheway.org, in 
Junction Variety order to ensure there’s enough space in the build- 
Ware ing to follow all social distancing guidelines. 
Young Men’s Library Christ Community Church is located at 1255 
or email Federal St. in Belchertown. 
jrg01331 @webtv.net For more information contact the church office 
at 413-253-0292 or office @ gracefortheway.org. 








BCTV schedule 


BELCHERTOWN - This is the 


upcoming schedule for Thursday, 
Dec. 10 to Wednesday, Dec. 14. 


Thursday, Dec. 10 
8 a.m. — Selectboard — Dec. 7 
10 a.m. — Board of Health — Dec. 7 
12 p.m. — Planning Board — Dec. 8 
7 p.m. — Selectboard — Dec. 7 
9 p.m. — Board of Health — Dec. 7 
11 p.m. — Planning Board — Dec. 8 


Friday, Dec. 11 
8 a.m. — Conversation with 
Pakman 
9 a.m. — Carols on the Common - 
2018 
10 a.m. — School Committee — 
Dec. 8 
7 p.m. — Conversation with 
Pakman 
8 p.m. — Carols on the Common 
- 2018 
9 p.m. — School Committee — Dec. 
8 


Saturday, Dec. 12 
8 a.m. — Curious Giraffe — F is for 
Friends and Frogs 
4:30 p.m. — Curious Giraffe — G is 
for Gail and Grumps 


Sunday, Dec. 13 
4:30 p.m. — St. Francis Roman 
Catholic Church 
6 p.m. — Christ Community 
Church 
7 p.m. — Hope United Methodist 
Church 
8:30 p.m. — Christmas Cantata 
2013 


Monday, Dec. 14 


8 a.m. — Conversation with 
Pakman 
5 p.m. — Conversation with 
Pakman 


6:30 p.m. — Selectboard — Channel 
191 

7 p.m. — Conservation Comm. — 
Channel 192 


Tuesday Dec. 15 
¢ 8 a.m. — Curious Giraffe 
— His for Hugs, Help, and 
Hope 
¢ 8:30 a.m. — Christmas 


a s.ue Lights of Belchert 
This Holiday [yr 


Season... 


Get in on the 
Conversation! 


| : a a im psh i re HampHearing.com 


( 243 King Street, Sulte 105 


Hea ring 4 SPEECH Bilal NA 


414-596-057" 
GET IN OM THE COMVERSATION 913-586-9572 


The market changes. 


Are you prepared? 


Tom McRae 
Financial Advisor 


100 University Dr 
First Floor Suite 3 
Amherst, MA 01002 
415-549-1979 


Edward Jones 


MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 
edwardjones.com 





¢ 4:30 a.m. — Curious 
Giraffe — 1 if for | am 
Important 

¢ 7 p.m. — Community 
Preservation Committee 
Channel 191 


Wednesday, Dec. 14 

e 8 a.m. — Conversation 
with Pakman 

e 1 p.m. — Meditation with 
Lori - Gratitude 

e 5 p.m. — Conversation 
with Pakman 

° 6 p.m. — Finance 
Committee — Channel 191 

e 7 p.m. — BEDIC — 
Channel 192 


The BCTV Studio is located 
at 68 State St., Belchertown. 
BCTV channels are 191, 192 
and 193. The BCTV sched- 
ule is available at www. 
Belchertown.org. On the 
main title page select “resi- 
dents,” click on Belchertown 
Community Television. Selected 
BCTV shows are also avail- 
able on Vimeo. Go to www. 
Belchertown.org, go to quick 
links and click on “watch meet- 
ings and events online.” The 
schedule is subject to change. 

The BCTV weather infor- 
mation system is broadcast on 
TV channel 193 and displays 
the current weather conditions 
at the BCTV station as well 
as, the current regional radar. 
This service operates 24 hours 
a day with audio provided by 
the National Weather Service 
from Albany New York, with 
forecasts, storm and emergen- 
cy warnings for the Pioneer 
Valley. 
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Recreation Department announces upcoming events 


BELCHERTOWN - The following are 
upcoming events hosted by the Belchertown 
Recreation Department. 

Drive-By Holiday Contest 

Spending time at home? Do you love dec- 
orating for the holidays? String the lights, 
blow up the lawn snow-globes and put rein- 
deer on the roof for our first drive-by holiday 
contest! 

Registration is free and a chance to win. 
Gifts donated by local businesses will be 
awarded to winners in each of the three cat- 
egories; 

¢ Classic (old fashion holiday theme) 

e Show Stopper (biggest and brightest) 

¢ Best Storyline/theme (one specific 
theme). 

Participation Rules: You must reside in 
Belchertown to be eligible. You will be 
required to choose which category you 
would like your house judged on. Lights/ 
decor must be visible from the street. To 
insure your lights are turned on, we will 
send a friendly reminder prior to judging. 

Judging: Friday, December 18, starting at 
5 p.m. The Belchertown Selectboard will be 
judging this contest. 

Deadline to register is Wednesday, Dec. 
16 at 12 p.m. 

Belchertown businesses are being asked to 
consider sponsoring this event by offered a 
gift basket to the winners. Please contact the 
Recreation Dept. 

Baton Twirlers 

Baton Twirling is an individual activity/ 
sport where social distancing is used at all 
times. 

Intro to twirling - introduction to baton 
twirling is a great way for your kids to learn 
basic twirling skills, play games and have 
fun. This twirling session will help children 
with basic skills, develop eye hand coordi- 
nation and learn tricks. This program will 
run Tuesdays Jan. 5 to March 9 from 4:45 to 
5:30 p.m. for $64. 

Basketball clinic third to eight grades 

These two-day clinics are designed for a 
beginner who has never stepped foot on a 
court to advanced players who wants some 
practice time. Beginners will focus on the 
basic fundamentals of basketball including 
dribbling, passing and shooting, while an 
advanced player will focus on skills, drills, 
defense and offense strategies. 

Varsity and JV players along with 
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Belchertown High School Coach Chris 
Shea will work individually with players to 
improve on skills while having fun. 

If a specific session is full, please register 
to be placed on the wait list. We will make 
every effort to offer additional clinics for all 
who would like to participate. 

Due to COVID, players will be socially 
distanced and will be required to wear a 
mask. Spectators are not allowed in the gym 
during clinics. Please check the department’s 
website for times and dates. 

Instructional Basketball Clinic for 
Kindergarteners through second grade 

Skills and Drills! This clinic is all about 
fun! Come learn the basic motor skills nec- 
essary to play organized basketball. Boys 
and Girls will focus skills in dribbling/ball 
handling, passing/catching, shooting and 
running/agility without the threat of compe- 
tition or the fear of getting hurt. Skills, drills, 
and instruction will be individualized to age 
level/grade. All participants will receive a 
t-shirt. 

Due to COVID-19, players will be social- 
ly distanced and will be required to wear a 
mask. Spectators are not allowed in the gym 
during clinics. 

If a specific session is full, please register 
to be placed on the wait list. (no payment 
will be accepted when put on the wait list). 
The Recreation Dept. will make every effort 
to offer additional clinics for all who would 
like to participate. Please check its website 
for times and dates. 

Pickleball - Adults 

Pickle ball is a paddle sport played on a 
badminton-sized court and can be described 
as a cross between tennis and ping-pong. 
It can be played as doubles or singles. The 
rules are simple and the game is easy for 
beginners to learn, but can develop into a 
quick, fast-paced, competitive game for 
experienced players. Sneakers are required. 
The Recreation Department will provide 
pickle ball paddles to beginners, returning 
participants are asked to provide their own 
paddle. Space is limited on a first come, first 
serve basis. Masks are required. New ses- 
sions will start in early January. Please check 
the department’s website for times and dates. 

Tai Chi 

Tai Chi is an ancient Chinese martial art 
used for centuries to relax the body and 
mind, improve balance and mental clari- 


Homeowners Electrician — 


VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED 


angelojmazzaelectrician@gmail.com 
Fully Insured 
Lic. No. 39940E | 413.433.2707 


Please respect this closure as it is meant to avoid interfering 
with the State Hunting season and is a mandatory 
requirement of some of our large landowners. 


Thanks, 


The Mill Valley Snowmobile Club of Belchertown 


ty, strengthen the body, increase stamina, 
decrease stress and enhance the overall qual- 
ity of life. It’s rhythmic movements estab- 
lish a mind body connection that creates an 
overall sense of wellbeing similar to yoga. 
It is good for people of all ages and physical 
levels. It can be modified to suit the needs of 
an individual. Tai Chi is a skill that will last 
a lifetime. Masks are required. Class size 1s 
limited to stay socially distanced. Beginners 
will be from Thursdays, Jan. 7 to Jan. 28, 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. for $50. Advanced will 
be from Jan. 2 to Feb. 6, on Saturdays from 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m., $70. 
Yoga - Adults 

A gentle Yoga class to rest and calm that 
includes breathing, gentle flowing move- 
ments and basic balancing poses. Relax 
and settle in as you learn to feel your way 
through your practice. Key Benefits include 
reduces stress, improves stability, improves 
body alignment, increases joint mobil- 
ity. There will be a new instructor, Hana 
Beigel. The yoga program will be held at the 
Old Town Hall on Wednesday evenings from 
Dec. 30 to Jan. 27 from 6 to 7 p.m., $35 
residents and $40 for non-residents. Socially 
distancing is at least 10 feet between each 
participant. Masks are required. Space is 
limited on a first come, first serve basis. 

Zumba 

Start the new year with Zumba. It’s a great 
way to learn moves and exercise to this ener- 
gy filled, workout dance. This class is for 
beginners as well as those who have taken 
Zumba previously. No experience is neces- 
sary as your shown step-by-step instructions. 
Participants move at their own pace, take a 
break when you need to and push yourself 
when you're full of energy. Exercise with an 
international flair moving to a variety of top 
hits and Latin music. Partners not required. 
Sneakers required. Learn some moves and 
tone your body. Masks are required. Social 
distancing will be at least 14 feet between 
participants. The class will be on Mondays, 
Jan. 7 to Jan. 28, 6:15 to 7:15 p.m., $34 for 
residents and $39 for non-residents. 
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RSVP needed for 
Christmas masses at 


St. Francis of Assisi 


BELCHERTOWN -Because of safety 
concerns and restrictions on gatherings 
by the state, attendance at mass is limited 
to 200. 

As a result, Christmas Masses at St. 
Francis of Assisi this year will be by res- 
ervation only to ensure that the church 
stay below the limit, that social distancing 
is maintained and that everyone is safe. 
Anyone without a reservation will not be 
invited in. 

Anyone who does not feel well or who 
are particularly vulnerable to COVID-19 
due to age or underlying conditions are 
encouraged to stay home. 

Christmas Mass will be televised on 
BCTV 191 at 4:30 p.m. on Christmas Day 
and online. 

For those who do attend, masks and 
social distancing are required. Cleaning 
and sanitizing protocols are in place. Enter 
by the front doors. Ushers will be avail- 
able to direct the flow of entering and exit- 
ing the church to insure social distancing. 

The parish office will be taking reser- 
vations for the Christmas masses begin- 
ning Dec. 1. Use only the front entrance 
and anyone not on the list will be not be 
allowed in. 

Masses for Christmas Eve (by reser- 
vation only): Thursday, Dec. 24 at 4 p.m. 
and 6 p.m. 

Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 25 (by res- 
ervation only): mass at 8 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. 

Feast of the Holy Family: the weekend 
of Dec. 26 to 27, masses are the weekend 
schedule 

Family Blessings will be offered at the 
end of mass. 

New Year’s-Solemnity of Mary the 
Mother of God: Thursday, Dec. 31 mass 
will be celebrated at 6:30 p.m. and Friday, 
Jan. 1 at 8 and 12:10 a.m. 

The parish office will be taking reserva- 
tions for the Christmas Masses beginning 
Dec. 1. Please call 413-323-6272 ext. 1. 


kaw & oo iw 

= Add Warmthend be ty fom 

i re Lf ae 
oe eeyour home with new Lop! 
4 -— = ge if aa . 

wood, pellet Oras StoVe™ 


‘ oH aj 


THE FIRE PLACE 


106 State Road (Rtes 5 & 10), Whately, MA 
413-397-3463 ¢ thefireplacema.com 
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GUEST COLUMN 


Pandemic lays bare 
our information 
problems 


LEE H. HAMILTON 
Guest columnist 


hen the history of this era is written, special 
W attention should be reserved for the prominent 
US politicians who dismissed or misrepresent- 

ed the COVID-19 pandemic for political purposes. 

The coronavirus has wreaked untold suffering and 
damage to this country through the deaths it’s caused, 
the illness it’s produced, the strain it has placed on the 
lives and well-being of health care workers, and the 
incredible damage it’s done to the livelihoods and pros- 
pects of millions of Americans. It has been able to do 
this because we had a major failure of government. 

To be sure, at the state level many governors have 
conducted themselves with forthright attention to the 
risks to their populations and have done their best to 
translate scientific and medical advice into policies 
designed to save lives while trying to undergird their 
economies. But at the federal level—with the notable 
exception of the effort to fast-track research and produc- 
tion of a vaccine—we mostly failed to mobilize resourc- 
es and take the measures necessary to combat the virus, 
starting early this year when the virus first emerged on 
the West Coast. 

In particular, we failed to provide a comprehensive, 
federally led nationwide strategy providing clear guid- 
ance on mask-wearing, offering resources for contact 
tracing, and helping states develop their approaches to 
quarantining for those exposed to the virus—the three 
legs vital for early containment. 

Instead, President Trump repudiated and disregarded 
the advice of experts and health officials and offered a 
misleading narrative about the spread of the virus abat- 
ing in the spring. His misinformation was picked up and 
amplified by news outlets and by politicians who alleged 
that concern about the pandemic was just a hoax peddled 
by President Trump’s opponents and would disappear 
as soon as the election was over. Or, even worse, who 
misled Americans about hydroxychloroquine and other 
drugs. In other words, many Americans were fed bad 
information at a time when high-quality information was 
necessary to stem the spread of the virus and limit the 
number of deaths. 

The result has been devastating, and not just to our 
public health efforts. For many decades, the U.S. Has 
been the leader of the international order, the undisputed 
power,with vast wealth, economic and military power, 
and global reach. But our image has been tarnished 
badly because of the mishandling of this outbreak, made 
worse over the last four years by our willingness to step 
away from alliances and international organizations. We 
are weaker on the world stage than we were a few years 
ago, and especially since the start of the pandemic. 

The problem with reaching this point was summed 
up cogently back in October by John Halpin, of the 
Center for American Progress, as part of a study look- 
ing at the alarming rise in Americans’ willingness to 
believe conspiracy theories, unfounded rumors, and 
already-disproven claims. “American society faces a 
genuine crisis in public trust in government, corpora- 
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LETTERS 


Why run it? 
Letter to the editor 


I was disturbed by Granlund’s editori- 
al cartoon in the Nov. 26, 2020 edition. 
Editorial cartoons are intentionally provoc- 
ative and deserve leeway beyond ordinary 
bounds of expression. This cartoon pushed 
beyond that leeway. 

The familiar picture resembles what 
I learned in school: a sanitized, Anglo- 
centric origin myth of the beautiful holiday 
of Thanksgiving. Today we’re more aware 
of the complexity. 

In 1620 CE English refugees of the 
English Separatist Church fled state reli- 
gious persecution in Europe. The leaky 
boats, epidemics, and hunger remind us 
of today’s refugees. The traffickers who 
arranged this were not refugees but mer- 
chants seeking new markets. 

Half died before reaching “New 
Jerusalem.” Many European diseases 
unknown in the “new world” contaminat- 
ed the locals who had no immunity, with 
widespread death and suffering. 

The first issue with the cartoon is 


Thank you to the community 


Letter to the editor 


With grateful appreciation, the family of 
Martha E. Lofland would like to say thank 
you. The family acknowledges the efforts 
to which the community has gone to affirm 
the impact our mother had in the world in 
which she lived. We thank you for all the, 
letters, cards, flowers, homemade suppers, 
donations to Cooley Dickenson Hospice 
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“what’s the point?” 

If the local people slaughtered every 
European before reaching land, many more 
lives would have been saved. Quarantine 
wouldn’t have helped this. 

Aside from unclear message, the 
“Indians” are drawn as generic stereotypes 
from Hollywood westerns. Descendants of 
these people are still here, so that might be 
personal. Ditto the neat gentle “Pilgrims” 
who were sick and bedraggled like most 
refugees of today fleeing in leaky boats. 

As a Jew, it reminds me of editorial car- 
toons over the ages showing hook nosed 

Jews with money bags. 

These other examples illustrate that, 
while we do and should tolerate some 
offensive characterizations in editorial car- 
toons — exaggerating Trump’s combover or 
Obama’s ears — there is still a fuzzy bound- 
ary not to be crossed. I don’t say Granlund 
is aracist: but I do feel this particular work 
is racist, and that it doesn’t seem to make a 
coherent point. So why run it? 


Rivke Lela Reid 


and good thoughts and prayers you sent to 
us. 

Our family is strengthened with the out- 
pouring of love and encouragement we 
have received. 

Truly, thank you for all you have done 
and continue to do for this family. 

Sincerely, 


The family of Martha E. Lofland 


They Key to successful Christmas arrangements is variety 


lutely love utilizing different colors and 

textures side by side to create a gorgeous 
arrangement. The same holds true when mak- 
ing wreaths or mixed planters for the holidays. 
Even though you are using hues of essentially 
the same color, green, the excitement 
is in the texture. From airy white pine 
to rigid spruce, wispy arborvitae to 
dense juniper, pointy-leaved holly 
to minute boxwood, they look great 
together when thoughtfully arranged. 
Finish your creation with the addition 
of pinecones, winterberries and even 
Sumac or budded Pieris as accents, 
and you will be following in the foot- 
steps of pro designers. 

Acquiring lots of greens is easy. 
Many of the plants I mentioned make 
their homes in our landscapes or the nearby 
woods. While it’s not recommended to go over- 
board, I regularly prune this time of year pur- 
posely to use the clippings in my decorating. 
The key to a good cut is not to leave stubs; 
always snip next to a side branch and space your 
pruning around the plant, not all in the same 


[e so much fun to arrange flowers! I abso- 
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Roberta McQuaid 


spot. And it goes without saying to do your best 
to ask permission when snipping on someone 
else’s property. 

Here is a refresher course from previous col- 
umns on how to make some of our favorite 
Christmastime arrangements: 

Making a wreath is easy. Start with 
a wire coat hanger opened up into a 
circle. Attach some pliable wire to it. 
Then, wrap little bunches of greens to 
the base one after another. Be careful 
to lay them alongside, not on top of 
each other. You can make a wreath 
of just one type of green at a time, 
or make mixed “bouquets” for your 
bunches. When you reach the end of 
the wreath, hide the last bunch under 
the first and secure the wire. You can 
easily make a loop for hanging, or use 
the hook that came with the coat hanger. 

If this sounds too difficult, why not make a 
simple swag? Choose a sturdy green for the base 
and position it stem pointing up with the pretty 
side facing you. Grab another type of green a 
bit smaller than the first and put it on top. Do 
this again and again with varying greens until 


you have a nice upside-down “fan.” To complete 
your swag, wrap wire around the stems four or 
five inches down from the top, leaving a loop 
on the back for a hanger. You can cover the wire 
with a bow, and insert some berries or wired on 
pinecones should you wish. 

Homemade cemetery boxes are also simple 
to make, even for a novice floral arranger. If 
you don’t have plastic window boxes or wood- 
en “logs” in your garage, spare plastic pots are 
fine substitutes. The key to crafting these is to 
remember that they are viewed from the front, so 
start with your tallest, most rigid boughs in the 
back and work your way forward. My mother 
always uses plain old garden soil to fill the con- 
tainer and hold the greens in place. Some florists 
use ‘sahara’ floral foam- it is a great anchor and 
is less messy but because it is so light in weight, 
add some stones to plastic containers to keep 
them in place. 

Mixed winter planters are made the same way. 
Try to keep the “one and a half’ rule from Floral 
Arranging 101 in mind when determining how 
tall your planter should be. For proportions to 
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words or less in 
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or anonymous opin- 
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ship prior to publi- 
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withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to 
be libelous or con- 
tain unsubstantiated 
allegations, person- 
al attacks, defama- 
tion of character 
and offensive lan- 
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered 
by the author need to 
cite credible, unbi- 
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel 
Editor Melina 
Bourdeau, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 
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sentinel @turley.com. 
The deadline for sub- 
missions 1s Friday at 
5 p.m. 
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— GRANBY 


HEPA recommended for GPS 


DALTON ZBIERSKI 
Staff Writer 


GRANBY - A engineering firm hired by 
Granby Public Schools recommended the 
district install High Efficiency Particulate 
Air filters to 23 exhaust fans located in the 
Granby Junior/Senior High School on East 
State St. 

Andrew and Joseph Davey of Davey 
Engineering and Construction Corp., a 
Canton-based operation, addressed the 
Granby School Committee during its Dec. 
1 meeting, following a November assess- 
ment of the school building. 

To best use the building’s fleet of 
exhaust fans that were recently repaired 
or replaced at the high school, Davey 
Engineering recommended that the district 
lean towards air cleaning and scrubbing. 
The recommendation was made with con- 
sideration of the school’s mechanical sys- 
tems. 

Andrew Davey passionately suggested 
that the district purchase the HEAP air fil- 
ters, a cost-friendly, readily available tech- 
nology “which removes 98% of particles 
down to .3 microns.” 

Joseph Davey cited the proven value of 
HEPA filters, explaining that they are com- 
monly applied in working environments 
that prioritize clean air. 

“The entire business of using HEPA fil- 
tration has been pretty much reserved for 
operating rooms, pharmaceutical manufac- 
turing and semiconductor manufacturing,” 
said Joseph Davey. “In this application, 
rather than preventing any micros from 
passing through a duct or passing through 
a ventilation system, we’re using the HEPA 
filter as a restrainer to catch airborne aero- 
sols that might have virus.” 

Once HEPA filters are installed, exhaust 
fans will be turned on by the janitorial 
staff in the morning, operated through the 
entirety of the school day and turned off 
each evening. Exhaust fans will pull in air 
from the outside, which will then be recy- 
cled by the HEPA filters. 


During the school day, Davey 
Engineering recommends that one window 
be cracked open one inch for every eight 
students, numbers that were carefully cal- 
culated. 

“We took some measurements, made 
a study out of it and came up with the 
recommendations. We’re able to put it in 
a scale in terms of so many inches for so 
many students in the classroom because 
the high school recently made sure that 
every roof fan and exhaust fan in the entire 
building was operational and replaced,” 
said Joseph Davey. “They all work so when 
you open a window, you don’t have to rely 
on Mother Nature or the wind outside to 
drive the ventilation in. It’s being pulled in 
from all those numerous exhaust fans that 
are running. That takes the gas out of it a 
little bit.” 

The range of temperatures expected in 
the building should not impact the per- 
formance of HEPA filters. Unfortunately, 
Davey Engineering does not account for 
the elements’ effect on students, said 
Joseph Davey. 

“One of the things we’ve left unad- 
dressed is comfort. It’s expected that 
during this pandemic and during the times 
when you have a good sized number of stu- 
dents in the room with the windows open, 
it might get cold. Nobody here is predict- 
ing it’s going to maintain 70 degrees. You 
might have to wear a sweater or bundle 
up,” he said, joking that “at least the kids 
will be more alert.” 

Board of Health member Richard 
Bombardier asked Davey Engineering to 
test HEPA filters inside of the school build- 
ing, but Joseph Davey insisted that there 
are more effective means of testing. 

“We have a little bit of a difference of 
opinion on the necessity of this testing,” 
said Joseph Davey. “The merit or value of 
testing to make sure that the HEPAs are 
performing at 99.9%, [specialists who] do 
those tests. We’ve connected the school 
board with specialists who do this, and that 
testing is valuable.” 





Wimpy Kid drive through meet and greet 





COURTESY PHOTO 


The Berard Family of South Hadley enjoy meeting Jeff Kinney, author of the “Wimpy Kid” series for 
the second time at the Eric Carle Museum recently. They had gone for their daughter's birthday, 


who’s sifting in the back. 


HAMILTON - from page 6 


tions and the media, exacerbated by wide 
partisan divides about who and what to 
believe,” he said. “If we cannot agree on 
basic facts about what is going on in our 
country, there is little hope of generating 
consensus on what needs to be done to 
control the pandemic and fix our econo- 
my. Rebuilding public trust in major insti- 
tutions, and the information they provide 
the public, is now a national priority.” 

I agree. In many ways, the world of 
information has improved from the days 
when just a handful of news sources pro- 
vided Americans with what we needed 
to know, but there was also a benefit to 
those times: we might have disagreed 
about how to tackle national problems, 
but we all understood what those prob- 


lems were. Today, people stick to the news 
sources they agree with, creating a muddle 
of American public opinion and making 
it extremely difficult for policy makers 
to find the common ground needed to 
accomplish difficult and ambitious policy 
goals. 

This is a significant challenge for the 
United States, and we have got to get on 
top of it sooner rather than later. 

Lee Hamilton is a senior advi- 
sor for the Indiana University Center 
on Representative Government; a 
Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton 
Lugar School of Global and International 
Studies; and a Professor of Practice 
at the IU O’Neill School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. He was a member 
of the U.S. House of Representatives for 
34 years. 
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be right, the height of your arrangement 
should be one and a half times the height of 
the container. For example, if your planter 
is a foot tall, your grouping of greens can 
be 18 inches high. If this planter is viewed 





11 North Main Street, Belchertown 


413-213-1500 


Over 100 Properties SOLD Yearly* 
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all the way around, start in the middle of 
the container and work out in one direction, 
then turn it around and do the same on the 
other side. Use rigid greens such as spruce 
to get your height. Wispy greens like white 
pine look great spilling over the edge, gain- 
ing width. Because they are dense, juniper 
and boxwood make great fillers. Holly and 


Pieris are fancy and perfect for accent. If 
berries are scarce, you can dress up a plant- 
er with red twigs, bows, gilded pods and 
the like. 

Have fun scouring the countryside for a 
variety of greens this holiday season and 
even more fun crafting your arrangements! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 


Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow- 
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
ekennedy @turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 
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LAND 


1.44 acres on Old Sawmill Road, 100k 
2.19 acres on Ware Road, 100k 
3.5 Acres on Michael Sears, 60k 


The REALTORS with the 
FREE Moving Truck, Odor Removal 
Machine & Carpet Cleaner 





Phim Mar 


Don Yu 


INDIVIDUAL REALTORS 
WITH TEAM POWER 


Patrick Nolan 
Lisa Bombard 
Laurie Swift 
Anna Marsh 


Mike Goncalves 


Autumn Duby 
Brooke Packard 


Kristin Doucas 





LOOKING 
TO GET YOUR 
REAL ESTATE LICENSE? 
CALL PATRICK NOLAN 
413-786-5047 






413.786.5047 
413.250.5758 
413.575.7831 
413.459.3457 
413.636.1335 
401.533.0242 
413.230.7557 
508.612.0821 
413.345.2596 
774.757.7795 


We Have CASH 
BUYERS Wanting 
Your AS-IS/ 
ANY CONDITION 
HOME. 

Call Kimberly 
For details. 








www.KimberlyAllenTeam.com 


PAGE 8 


THE SENTINEL - THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2020 








COURTESY PHOTO 


On a (turkey) roll 


Aiden Yacek and his brother, Brady Yacek, recently made the turkey roll recipe created by Brady Yacek. 
He made the recipe using Google Docs to create a recipe in Josh Romaker's class at Chestnut Hill 


Community School. 


BHS grad helps pioneer 
new form of opera 


VIRTUAL -— Entirely student-run by 
Northwestern University’s Opera Projects 
for University Singers, a podcast opera will 
be the only collaborative singing project to 
come from the Bienen School of Music this 
quarter. 

As stages across the country went dark 
this past March, the Bienen School of 
Music cancelled all singing programs and 
productions, prohibiting the majority of 
voice students from even setting foot in 
the building. Due to this, second year stu- 
dent McKenna Troy took it upon herself to 
prove that collaborative, meaningful opera 
could still safely occur, even when the uni- 
versity—and much of the world—was sure 
that it could not. 

Plans for the mode of performance 
began this past June and evolved until 
late September, finally culminating in a 
new form for opera: a podcast audiobook 


hybrid, designed entirely by Troy and her 
team. 

On Saturday, Dec. 12 one of the first 
podcast operas of Hansel and Gretel by 
Engelbert Humperdinck will premiere on 
Youtube, Spotify and Apple Podcasts with 
a mission to prevent food insecurity in the 
Chicago area through fundraising and edu- 
cational outreach. 

Weekly podcast episodes will be 
released every Saturday until the premier 
of our new, audio-only opera. Each epi- 
sode is 20 minutes of insight into the inner 
workings of the production and historical 
context of the opera. 

With the help of Music Director Renata 
Herrerra, Collaborative Pianist Jason 
Carlson, Producer Annalise Biesterfeld, 


See OPERA, page 10 = 





Get festive at the 
Granby Library 


GRANBY -— Take and make kits available 
in the library lobby from Dec. 8 to 22. 

With a little glue added to the kits and 
you'll have some homemade holiday orna- 
ments to add a special touch to your tree or 
a great gift for someone special. 

Your child’s choice of one bagged kit 
supplies the options of a candy cane mouse, 
cinnamon stick reindeer or jeweled orna- 
ments. 

Stop by the lobby during open library 
hours while supplies last. 

Call 413-467-3320 if you’d like books for 
curbside pick-up. Library staff can choose 
a few good holiday books based on your 
child’s age. 





Cookie Platters » And more! 


LOCAL DELIVERY & 
SHIPPING Nationwide 


Ls . 
te a 
= ‘ra -. 1! 


NAY Surnet Chocolates in vA 
Homemade Fudge + Chocolate Platters. 


Belchertown children’s meals program menu 


For the week of Dec. 14 to 18 


Note: Tuesday through Thursday are 
small meal kit items 

Monday: Cohort A 

Breakfast: cereal, cheese stick, 100% 
juice 

Lunch: chicken patty on a bun, mixed 
vegetables, sidekicks fruit smoothie 


Tuesday (curbside meal kit pickup, only 
Belchertown High School, 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m.) Cohort A 

Breakfast: muffin, fruit 

Lunch: munchie basket (mozzarella 
sticks, chicken nuggets and tater tots with 
marinara sauce) and a dinner roll 
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ATKms 


Farms 





at the CORNER OF RTE. 116 & Bay RD. 
South Amherst, iA 01002 
(413) 253-9528 
www. atkinsfarms.com 


Please call to order or order online, « Shipping orders must be received by December Sth. 


Wednesday 
Remote learning day, no in school meals 


Thursday: Cohort B 

Breakfast: Pop tarts, cheese stick, fruit 

Lunch: load beef nachos, fiesta black 
been salad, churro 


Friday (Small meal kits come home 
and orders due today) Cohort B 

Breakfast: bagel with cream cheese, 
100% juice 

Lunch: grilled cheese, broccoli with 
ranch dip and tomato soup 


Note 
Pre-k and Kindergarten will offer a 
daily in-school alternative choice: Muffin, 


Crd Up the | 
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yogurt, vegetable, fruit, and milk 
Grades | though 6 will offer a daily 
in-school alternate choice: Sunbutter and 
Jelly sandwich, vegetable, fruit and milk 
Grades 7 to 12 will offer daily in-school 
alternative choices: pizza station, deli bar 
and pre-made salads 
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Acres of Beautiful Live Christmas Trees 


MOss HILL 
TREE FARM 


Since 1956 
The Mason Family 


222 Upper Moss Hill Rd. 
Russell, MA 01071 
413-862-3815 


Find us on Facebook 
at Moss Hill Tree Farm 


Open Dawn fo Dark 
until Christmas 


SELECT & CUT-YOUR-OWN 


Live Spruces ° Balsam 


¢ Frazier ° Concolor Firs 


$25 - $50 All Sizes up to 16 feet 
Two Trees for $60 ~ Bring a Friend ~ Some Pre-Cut 


On Weekends We Offer FREE: 


Warming Fires * Helpers * Loaner Saws * Evergreen Boughs 
Please Be COVID Safe / Bring In This Ad for 10% Off 
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TAX RATE - from page 1 


Whelihan explained the process of 
getting the 2021 fiscal year tax levy. 

For the 2020 fiscal year, the levy 
limit was $28,624,718. 

“That’s what we started with for 
this year. We added the 2 2% that’s 
money the state allows each town to 
raise each year — they can raise up to 2 
Y2% of the levy limit. In our case that’s 
$715,618,” Whelihan said. “We add in 
our new growth, which is tax revenue 
from new construction, new homes, 
garages, etc. That is $451,173.” 

He said the debt exclusion items 
including a new fire engine and roof 
on the school, are being paid down as 
well. 

Based on the assessment, the aver- 
age single-family bill will be $5,249 


SURGE : from page 1 


We are prepping to lose this battle 
of the winter at the federal and state 
level.” 

She said the winter is going to be 
“really tough.” 

The majority of what is causing 
the community spread is household 
spread, according to Metcalf. 

“Once someone brings it into the 
household, pretty much everyone 
in that household is going to get it,” 
Metcalf said. “You have to remember 
the difference from March. In March 
we were all shut down, everything 
was closed, so no one was leaving the 
house and going out. Contact trac- 
ing was easy, now it is overwhelming 
locally, regionally, statewide. That’s 
what is helping fuel those spreads.” 

Board of Health member Hope 
Guardenier said seeing the numbers 


PLOMBING & ECAC 


Coutractors 


Residential & Commercial 


and the average two to three family bill 
will be $4,429. The average commer- 
cial tax bill is $8,854 and the average 
industrial bill will be $3,266. 

Selectboard member Nick O’Connor 
said while the tax rate is going up, the 
town is in a good place. 

“We are well below out levy ceiling, 
which is a good thing,” he said. 

Whelihan said on average for the 
last few years there has been a $150 to 
$200 increase each year to the tax rate. 

People who have concerns about 
their taxes, they are recommended to 
be in contact with the town Treasurer/ 
Collector, Lisa Banner. 

“We have folks in town for vari- 
ous reasons, COVID-19 in most 
cases, have put them in a situation 
where they are falling behind,’ Town 
Administrator Gary Brougham said. 


“It would be extremely beneficial to 
the town and the property owner to try 
to work out a payment agreement.” 

Brougham briefly provided an 
update on state aid to the board, saying 
while the state hasn’t finalized its bud- 
get for the fiscal year yet, there were 
no surprises. 

“We’re about where we thought we 
were going to be,” he said. “We’re very 
close to where we thought we were 
going to be. We talk about these bud- 
get numbers almost daily.” 

He said the budget isn’t going to 
be as devastating as it was initially 
thought. 

There will be a joint meeting 
of the Finance Committee and the 
Selectboard on Dec. 16. 


“They think that because there is guidance and regulations... 
that means its safe, that they can't get COVID-19." 


QUABBIN HEALTH DIRECTOR JUDY METCALF 


nearly tripling was upsetting. 

“This is a really significant jump,” 
she said. “I wish it weren’t going this 
way, but it’s cold and everyone is 
going inside.” 

Metcalf said she has been finding 
that people are more comfortable 
because there are regulations. The 
regulations have made things safer, 
but do not mitigate risk entirely. 

“They think that because there is 
guidance and regulations like keeping 
gatherings less than 10 or these are 
the rules for worship services or these 
are the rules to play team sports that 
means it’s safe, that they can’t get 


COVID-19,’ Metcalf said. “There is 
nothing farther from the truth.” 

Metcalf said the board will need 
to begin thinking about a vaccination 
campaign. 

“It’s the education portion of the 
vaccine campaign because it’s going 
to take a while to ramp up. We need 
to, aS a group, start talking about edu- 
cation for vaccines and messaging,” 
Metcalf said. 

The Board of Health will be meet- 
ing next week, and rescheduled its 
regular meeting from Jan. 4 to Jan. 
11, 2021. 


TILTON 
AUTOMOTIVE dirt) 


GENERAL 


PANT) Col brs) ge) 
Center 





HOTLINE - from page 1 


provide their information. The task force will then fol- 
low up with the homeowner by sending a letter. 

The letter includes the full text of the Governor’s 
mandate: 

“Reduced gathering size limit for gatherings at private 
residences: indoor gatherings at private residences are 
limited to 10 people and outdoor gatherings at private 
residences are limited to 25 people. The limit on gath- 
erings held in public spaces and at event venues remains 
the same. Requires that all gatherings (regardless of size 
or location) must end and disperse by 9:30 p.m.” 

The letter also goes on to state “organizers of gather- 
ings report known positive COVID-19 cases to the local 
health department in that community and requires orga- 
nizers to cooperate with contact tracing. The gatherings 
order authorizes continued enforcement by local health 
and police departments and specifies that fines for vio- 
lating the gathering order will be $500 for each person 
above the limit at a particular gathering.” 

If there is a homeowner who 1s exceeding the gather- 
ing limit multiple times, then the hope, Guardenier said, 
is that the Board of Health will take over on the enforce- 
ment piece. 

“Tm really hopeful about the hotline because I too 
get calls and texts from friends in town because they 
know I’m on the Board of Health,” she said. “Now you 
can direct them to the COVID-19 hotline.” 

The task force also recently approved signage which 
will be hung up around high traffic areas in town 
reminding people to wear their mask and socially dis- 
tance. 

In the Board of Health meeting on Monday, Quabbin 
Health Director Judy Metcalf stated she wanted to 
remind residents the health department is still the place 
to report local businesses that are not following the state 
guidelines. 

Guardenier said overall, the hope is to educate and 
inform the public that fighting the pandemic is a group 
effort. 

“We truly hope that you will consider the safety of 
our community and help keep our kids in school, parents 
at work and our economy recovering,’ states the letter. 


We Install Only NAPA Parts 


ROUTE 9 
3 AMHERST ROAD 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007 


REPAIRS 


FREDERICK TILTON 
Owner 


323-5051 


PLUMBING SERVICES 


¢ New Construction * Remodeling * Repairs 


A FULL SERVICE COMPANY 


¢ High Efficiency Gas Boilers 


¢ All Types of Hot Water Heaters 
Including On Demand High Efficiency Tankless 


(413) 323-6116 


SCHEDULING SERVICE: 


Residential 
Mike McKenzie 


MA. Lic. #15648A Commercial 


Fully Insured Industrial 


OSHA 10 
Certified 


Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


MA Lic. #11406 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


O00000000000000 


413-323-9966 
www.dfplumbingandmechanical.com 


Office: 413-213-0770 


Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com 


Has This Happened to You? 


We do what your body shop won't! 
Body Rust * Body Rot ¢ Frame Rust * Chassy Work 


Turn to the experts at 


Amherst Welding 


Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic 
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plows ® Sanders * Hand Railings 
330 Harkness Road, Amherst ¢ (413) 253-4867 





0% roan 
FINANCIN 

UP TO 24 
MONTHS 


EXTENDED 
WARRANTY 
UP TO 5 YEARS 


Ask for details and qualifying models. Offer valid Aug. 1 - Nov. 30, 2020. 


¢ Powerful 
Husqvarna engines 


¢ Electric starter 

¢ Heated grips 

e Adjustable handle 
¢ LED headlights 


= 
HUSQVARNA 


Husqvarna 


evon Lang 


Power Equipment 


Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, Belchertown 
www.devonlane.com 
Monday - Friday 8-5, Saturday 8-2 


413-323-5435 
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FLORENCE —- On Nov. 12 
JamrogHVAC won the 2020 Fall 
coed softball league A Division 
Championship at Maines Field. It is 
the seventh time since 2010 they have 
won the fall league championship in 
Northampton. Last month they also 
won the Belchertown coed league 
championship. 

In the Northampton league they fin- 
ished with a record of 12-4 and won 


— FACES & PLACES 


six of their last seven games. Many 
of the players are from Amherst and 
Belchertown and the team is man- 
aged by Belchertown resident Patrick 
Fenton. 

JamrogHVAC & Plumbing is a 
local company that provides spon- 
sorship allowing the team to play in 
local leagues and travel around New 
England to play in charity tournaments. 

At the conclusion of the season 


COURTESY PHOTO 





Stephen Looze and Maria Fabozzi 
were named league MVPs. The team 
roster is: Shauna LeBlanc, Maria 
Fabozzi, Anthony Fabozzi, Jeff Zach, 
Patrick Fenton, Stephen Looze, Adam 
Perrier, Meghan Shewchuk, Crystal 
Wilkinson, Sarah E. Hickman, Amanda 
Wendt, Alicia Nowak, Kevin Rogers, 
Tim Rogers, Mark Murphy, Joe 
Fabozzi, Molly Fenton and Beth Rist. 





OPERA - from page 8 


and an audio/design team of 15 under- 
graduates, both singers and orchestra 
were able to record their roles from 
the safety of their own home, without 
sacrificing the artistic collaboration 
necessary for a successful rehearsal 
process. 

During weekly rehearsals over 
Zoom, the cast took turns sing- 
ing their respective roles while oth- 
ers sang along on mute. These slight 
adaptations prevented issues with 
sound delay while allowing singers 
to work together on vowel blend, 






WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FRESH TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS 


GROWN ROAST OF PORK 225" 


TW 


CENTER CUT PORKLOIN > 077 


*4" 





USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORKLOIN ROAST 
RIBEND or LOINEND..... 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 


USDA INSP. 1.25 LB 


HUMMEL BROS 
HOLIDAY KIELBASA..... 





USDA INSP. STORE MADE 
ALL VARIEITIES FAMILY PACK 


USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE 


HOLIDAY ROAST cng 


BONELESS PORKLOIN... 


STUFFED WITH HAM, CHEESE, BACON, OLIVES & SPICES 


HOLIDAY HAMS 


WHOLE SMOKED HAM... > Boe 


USDA INSP. HATFIELD 16-20 LB 
OKINLESS & SHANKLESS 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


1/2 SPIRAL HAM en 


1? 





USDA INSP. FROZEN SMOKED 
BUTT OR SHANK PORTIONS 


1/2 HAM PORTIONS... 








19% 


acting, and diction. Recordings were 
then approved by the director and sent 
to Audio Engineer Kevin Park and 
Sound Designer Page Dirkes-Jacks 
to create an immersive and cohesive 
audio soundscape that captures the 
magic and wonder of this classic chil- 
dren’s tale. 

The group hopes listeners will not 
only enjoy and laugh along to the ani- 
mated music of this timeless opera, 
but look at the real-life problems these 
characters face. 

Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel 
is fundamentally about children who 
cannot eat. A mother and father who 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF STRIPLOIN 
STEAKS $/97 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF EYE ROUND 
$999 
b 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 


a LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


/ Ib. bag 




























AS WELL AS FRESH PORK & RED MEAT a 
ROASTS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS! ..« 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 








DUCKS sins 1 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


FULLY COOKED 
MEATBALLS sisasc... O° 


INSP. |QF FROZEN 


RAW PEELED SHRIMP 
16/20 COUNT os bacuamn 


are doing their best, but at any mis- 
take—even spilling one jug of milk—are 
left to face the reality that they and 
their children could starve to death. 
It is from this unfair and staggering 
reality of the working class that the 
story of two children who are full of 
playfulness and hope unfolds. 

Join the cast of Hansel and Gretel 
this holiday season in sharing stories 
and sharing wealth. 

All proceeds will be given to A Just 
Harvest, a community organization 
based in Rogers Park. 

Stay up to date by following @ 
opusnu on Instagram and Facebook. 





Vy 


¢ 
lb 





& 








2° 
: 


99 
Ib 





14° 









IMPORTED 
FROZEN 


LAMB RACK 
7 ht 


SALE DATES: 
12/10/20 - 12/16/20 


Will Close 12/24 at 4PM 
- Closed 12/26 















INSP. |QF FROZEN 


COOKED SHRIMP 
31/40 COUNT siseu...0 | 4° 


CLT fsae) 90 Avocado St 


HOURS: Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 » Fri, 8-6 ° Sat. 8-3 


GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE 


BUY DIRECT FOR sm SAVINGS » SELECTION» SERIICE 


Springfield 
413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 
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from the 
North Pole 


Send a child 
something special 
this Christmas - 
a Personalized 
Letter from Santa! 


Brought to you by Turley Publications, 
this memory of a lifetime is a 
Special opportunity to personalize 
a Child’s Christmas holiday! 


They will also receive a 
special gift 
with their 
personalized letter. 


Simply cut out the coupon below, 
fill in your payment information 
and enclose your check for $10.95.* 
The letter will be delivered 
just in time for Christmas! 


Quantities are limited, 
so don’t delay, order today! 


ONLY ONE NAME PER LETTER PLEASE. 


*$10.95 for the first one, $9.95 for each additional. 
Please include phone number. 
Make copies of this form as needed. Expires 12/18/20. 


CHILD’S NAME(S) 


SHIPPING ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 


YOUR NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY STATE ZIP 


PHONE 


PAYMENT ENCLOSED: 





_] CHECK 





_ VISA 





| | MASTERCARD 





| AMEX 





|_| DISCOVER 
CREDIT CARD # 


EXP DATE: 3 DIGIT CODE: 


PHONE: 


MAIL THIS COUPON TO: 
santa at Turley, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-283-8393 or email: ar@turley.com, 
(Subject: Santa) for immediate assistance. 


Quantities are limited. Turley Publications reserves the right to end offer at any 
time. Payment will be returned if offer expires due to limited quantity being sold 
out or multiple names per letter. Sales are based on a first come first serve basis. 
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SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 
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he Western Mass. 
Pioneers organiza- 
tion continued its try- 


outs for various age groups 





sports@turley.com 
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PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


Pioneers tryouts conclude 


between Nov. 16 and 20, 
testing out the skills of many 
young people throughout 
the region to fill its vari- 


ous teams for the upcoming 
spring season. The Pioneers 
are hopeful for a normal 
schedule in 2021. 


@turleysports 
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re 
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_£ acebook.com/turleysports 
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www.sports.turley.com 


SOCCER 
Academy 
team 
joining 
Pioneers 


TIM PETERSON 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW — The Western 
Mass. Pioneers will be add- 
ing a USL Academy League 
soccer team in 2021. The 
New England Mutiny are also 
in the process of forming an 
Academy soccer team. 

Both Academy soccer 
squads, which will be playing 
their home matches at historic 
Lusitano Stadium in Ludlow, 
will be made up of the top 
U16-U19 prospects from the 
Western Mass. area. 

“In club soccer, you’re limit- 
ed to certain age groups,” said 
Joe Ferrara, who’s the owner 
of the Mutiny and the new 
Pioneers General Manager. 
“An academy soccer team 
allows talented players to play 
for one team regardless of their 
age.” 

The Pioneers had about 
50 players try-out for the 
Academy League team in 
November. 

“The Academy League team 
is a new program that we’ve 
added this year,’ said Pioneers 
head coach Federico Molinari. 
“Our main goal is to develop 
the best local soccer players 
from Western Mass. to hope- 
fully play for the Pioneers in 
the future.” 

Molinari, along with the 
Pioneers assistant coaches 
will be coaching the Academy 
League team in 2021. 

“We wanted to have the 
same coaching staff for both 





See PIONEERS, page 12 





BASKETBALL 


Jump balls eliminated, close contacted limited in modifications 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — Modifications for 
boys and girls basketball have 
been released and the game will 
look a little different, though sig- 
nificant limits to fan attendance 
will restrict how many can see the 
different-looking game. 

In Western Massachusetts, the 
Pioneer Valley Interscholastic 
Athletic Conference has decided 
the first practices will not take 
place until Jan. 4. Several other 
areas of the states are following 
suit. With no playoffs scheduled 
for the winter season, the vari- 
ous regions have the flexibility to 
decide when schools will begin 
and end play. 

The Massachusetts Interscho- 


lastic Athletic Association has 
set a Dec. 14 date as the soonest 
teams can start practicing. Several 
Central Massachusetts schools 
will start practicing then with 
contests likely to begin right after 
the new year. 

One rule that will be consistent 
throughout all sports is the mask 
mandate. 

Participants must wear masks 
or face coverings at all times 
will participating in practices or 
games. The one caveat is that all 
schools have the ability to des- 
ignate areas where athletes can 
take “mask breaks.” There will 
be areas designated for those 
breaks, especially during basket- 
ball games where players going 
up and down the court many 
times wearing a mask may need 


to catch a breath when the whistle 
blows. Because of the close con- 
tact involved with playing basket- 
ball, there was no way to play the 
sport safely without masks being 
worn. 

The game will see modifica- 
tions, but nothing too drastic and 
more along the way the timing, 
and setup of the game. Gameplay 
will be largely similar though 
different ideas were discussed to 
maintain distancing. 

Like many other sports, the pre- 
game will be simplified. Only one 
captain will meet with the refer- 
ees prior to the game. Starting 
lineups will likely be announced, 
but the traditional “high-five” 
lines will not be allowed, along 
with handshakes with the oppos- 
ing coach. 


There will be emphasis during 
game play to enforce rules about 
freedom of movement and close- 
ly guarding opposing players. 
Defenders are not allowed to 
impede progress of offensive 
players, and will enforce the 
five-second rule on players who 
are being closely guarded. 

The jump ball will be eliminat- 
ed in favor of a simple coin toss 
to give possession of the ball to 
one team. Alternating possession 
will then prevail like the rest of 
the game typically does. 

Free throws will look a bit 
different with just four play- 
ers allowed with the shooter. 
Normally six players are allowed. 
When a player is awarded two or 
three free throws, they will shoot 
alone until the final shot to limit 


the time players are in close con- 
tact. 

One bigger chance that affects 
the end-of-game strategy for 
teams is the “intentional” fouls 
used to try and gain possessions 
for a team that is trailing. A team 
will looking to intentionally foul 
for that purpose will inform the 
referee of that intention, and then 
lightly tag the player with the ball 
upon inbounding. The referee 
would then blow the whistle. 

Jump balls will be whistled 
quicker in order to limit close 
contact. 

Rosters are limited to no more 
than 15 players and three coaches 
on the bench, though many teams 
do not carry more than 12 or 13 
players. The MIAA is also strong- 
ly discouraging 
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Star Speedway announces 2021 schedule 


EPPING, N.H. —- Star 
Speedway’s 2021 schedule 
includes multiple major events, a 
full slate of weekly racing series 
divisions ready to race for a 
championship and the thrills and 
spills of staple shows to begin and 
end the season. 

Fans will get a taste of 
Supermodifieds, Late Models, 
Modifieds, Midgets, Super Late 
Models, Trucks, Street Stocks and 
more over the course of more than 
22 events of racing from April 
through October. 

The schedule is headlined by 
two events for the Tri Track Open 
Modified Series (May 29 and July 
24), including a new Memorial 
Day weekend show and the 10th 
annual SBM Classic in July. The 
56th annual Star Classic returns, 
with a three-day show from Sept. 
17 to 19, while there are count- 
less other special events including 
memorial races and extra-distance 
shows planned. The Granite State 
Pro Stock Series is back at Star 
for two dates -- May 8 and a new 
Sunday special as part of the Star 
Classic weekend, Sept. 19. 

Continuing tradition, the sea- 
son begins with the Spring Bunny 
Brawl on April 24, and ends with 
the two-day Howler weekend, 
Oct. 23 and 24. Star will give 
teams, drivers and fans one week 
off each month during the season, 
with off nights scheduled for May 
22, June 12, July 17, Aug. 28 and 
Sept. 4. 

The J&S Paving 350 
Supermodifieds will continue to 
honor some of the best of the past 
at Star Speedway, with six spe- 
cial events as part of their 10-race 
schedule for 2021. A champi- 
on will be crowned on Sept. 11. 
Major memorial events planned 
include the inaugural Dennis 
McKennedy Memorial race as 
part of the Star Classic: 


Bob Webber Sr. Memorial 
(May 15) 

Jen Garland Memorial (June 
19) 

Krupski Cup (June 26) 

Marco Turcotte Memorial (July 
24) 

Jim Belfiore Memorial (Aug. 
14) 

Dennis McKennedy Memorial 
at Star Classic (Sept. 18) 

The Ken Izzett Construction 
Late Models are back with their 
own nine-race slate, headlined by 
an Independence Day weekend 
special on July 3, a 75-lapper, and 
a 100-lap feature on Aug. 21. The 
Late Models will also return to 
the Star Classic, this year as part 
of a Friday slate. The Late Model 
champion will be crowned on 
Sept. 11. 

The MLM Diagnostic Fast 
40 series return for the Woody’s 
Street Stocks as part of the divi- 
sion’s 16-race schedule. There 
will be four races in the 40-lap 
series (April 24, May 29, June 26 
and Aug. 7), while the season will 
begin at the Bunny Brawl and end 
with the title battle on Sept. 26. 
The Street Stocks will continue 
to run their 50-lap race to end the 
season at the Howler, Oct. 23. 

The EXIT Realty Pro Truck 
Series rumbles into the New 
Hampshire oval for two dates of 
their own, slated for events on 
Aug. 7 and Star Classic Sunday, 
Sept. 19. The North East Mini 
Stock Tour returns to Star three 
times -- including dates on June 
5, Aug. 7 and Sept. 26. The annu- 
al NEMST 4 Cylinder Nationals 
main event will be run during 
their September date, moved from 
Classic weekend. 

Two Wild And Whacky 
Wednesday night races are set 
for June 23 and Aug. 4, with 
both nights showcasing 4 and 
6/8 Cylinder enduro races. The 


Six Shooters join the June show, 
while the August race is headlined 
by the Mia’s Jewelry Boutique 
Slingshots and spectator one-on- 
one drag races. NELCAR returns 
to Star with their Legends Cars 
division in 2021, with dates on 
May 8 and Saturday, Sept. 18. 

The three-day Star Classic will 
honor the late Bobby Webber 
Sr., beginning on Friday, Sept. 
17, headlined by a 100-lap race 
for the Modified Racing Series, 
joined by the Late Models, 
Pure Stocks and Slingshots. 
On Saturday, the day full of 
winged warriors is back with the 
ISMA 125, Dennis McKennedy 
350 Supermodified memorial, 
NEMA Midgets, NEMA Lites 
and NELCAR Legends Cars. On 
Sunday, the weekend ends with a 
100-lapper for the Granite State 
Pro Stock Series, races for the 
EXIT Trucks, Classic Lites, Street 
Stocks and Six Shooters. 

The Six Shooters will run 13 
races, headlined by the Don & 
Aline Coster Memorial (July 10) 
and the Liz Paradise Memorial 
(Oct. 23). The Slingshots are set 
for 14 battles of their own, with a 
40-lap special scheduled for part 
of the Aug. 4 show. There are 13 
races for the Pure Stocks, races 
for the Classic Lites, and multiple 
enduro races for the 4, 6 and 8 
cylinders. 

The track will hold two swap 
meets -- one to start the season on 
April 17, from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
and one in the fall, a two-day spe- 
cial on October 30 and 31 from 
6:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

The 2021 schedule is subject 
to change due to the COVID- 
19 pandemic. For more infor- 
mation visit Star Speedway at 
StarSpeedwayNH.com and follow 
the track on social media. 


T-Birds make donation to 
cancer-related charities 


SPRINGFIELD —- On 
Nov. 30, the Springfield 
Thunderbirds’ Foundation 


announced $4,000 in dona- 
tions to local cancer-related 
charities to cap off a success- 
ful Hockey Fights Cancer 
campaign during the month of 
November. Donations will be 
made to local cancer-related 
charities, including: Center for 
Human Development’s Cancer 
House of Hope, Survivor 
Journeys, American Cancer 
Society - Relay for Life, Mercy 
Medical Center - Sister Caritas 
Cancer Center, and the nation- 
al non-profit, Hockey Fights 
Cancer. 

This season’s campaign 
looked quite different from 
previous years. Typically, the 
Thunderbirds would host a 
Hockey Fights Cancer themed 
game at the end of November, 
complete with specialty laven- 
der jerseys that are worn by the 
players and auctioned off after 
the game. This year, howev- 
er, the campaign was activat- 
ed on social media. Throughout 
the month of November, the 
Thunderbirds collected names 
on social media from fans for 
people they “fight for.” New 
Valley Bank & Trust com- 
mitted to donate $5 for each 
submission received to the 
Thunderbirds’ Foundation, for 
the first 500 submissions for a 
remarkable $2,500 total dona- 
tion. The names were then 
added to Hockey Fights Cancer 
placards that were placed on the 
windows leading to New Valley 
Bank & Trust’s newly renovated 
headquarters in Monarch Place 
in downtown Springfield. 

“As we take down the plac- 


ards we are revealing our brand 
new headquarters location”, 
said Jeff Sullivan, President and 
CEO of New Valley Bank. “We 
have been inspired by the per- 
sonal messages of hope as we 
have been completing our con- 
struction on the other side of 
the glass. There are heroes all 
around us, from our friends 
and family fighting cancer to 
the work that the Thunderbirds 
and others do to alleviate hun- 
ger in the community. We at 
New Valley continue to be very 
optimistic about the return of 
the vibrant culture of downtown 
Springfield as we begin to see 
vaccine distribution and eco- 
nomic resurgence in 2021.” 

In addition to the contribu- 
tion from New Valley Bank, 
the Thunderbirds also collect- 
ed monetary donations on their 
foundation website, as well 
as holding a specialty game- 
worn jersey raffle from pre- 
vious Hockey Fights Cancer 
games. The grand total gener- 
ated through these campaigns 
equaled $4,000. 

“Hockey Fights Cancer has 
been an incredibly important 
cause for our organization and 
across the AHL and NHL,” said 
Thunderbirds President Nathan 
Costa. “Even though our season 
hasn’t technically started yet, it 
was important to keep the cause 
front and center in our commu- 
nity, and we thank New Valley 
Bank & Trust for stepping up 
during this difficult time. We are 
grateful to all who supported 
the cause by purchasing a raffle 
ticket, making a donation to our 
foundation, or simply submit- 
ting a name of someone that you 
fight for.” 





PIONEERS - from page 11 


the USL 2 team (Pioneers) 
and the USL Academy team,” 
Molinari said. “We want both of 
the teams to play the same type 
of style. I do like coaching the 
younger soccer players.” 

The plan is for the boys’ 
Academy League team to play 
their home matches prior to the 
Pioneers matches. Both teams 
will also be traveling together to 
road matches. 

The boys’ team will be compet- 


Rn & Re 
Sport shop 


ing against eleven other teams in 
the Northeast Division of the USL 
Academy League. 

Molinari has been coaching the 
Pioneers, who are the defending 
Northeast Conference Champions 
of USL League Two, since 2012. 
The Pioneers weren’t able to play 
any matches in 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Pioneers did not suffer any 
losses during the 2019 regular 
season. They lost in conference 
finals and qualified for U.S. Open 
Cup, which wasn’t held last sum- 
mer. The Pioneers also qualified 


© GUNS 
¢ BOUGHT 
¢ SOLD 
¢ TRADED 


for the league playoffs in 2016. 

“T really enjoy coaching the 
Pioneers and it was painful not 
being able to compete in any 
matches last year,’ Molinari 
said. “We won our Division title 
in 2019 and it was our best sea- 
son since I’ve been coaching the 
team. We’re now thinking about 
the 2021 season.” 

Ferrara gave his thoughts about 
adding a girl’s Academy team for 
the Mutiny. 

“We’re looking for the top 
girl’s prospects in the area to play 
for the girls academy team next 


5,000 square feet of thousands of items! 


Fishing Tackle, Hunting Supplies, Sporting Goods, ° 
Live Bait, Archery and Accessories 


16 Federal Street 
Belchertown, MA 


A13-323-6785 


Mea@ndlulereli 
& Jim Collins 


Owners: 


OUR WISH F 


year,’ he said. “The age group 
will be similar to the boy’s side. 
The girl’s academy team will 
probably have one or two older 
players.” 

The girls Academy team will 
be playing home matches before 
the Mutiny. 

Jill Serafino is going to be the 
head coach of the girls academy 
squad. 

Serafino is currently the 
Mutiny General Manager and 
iS an assistant coach. She’s also 
an assistant coach for the wom- 
en’s soccer team at Springfield 





College. 

The Mutiny, who celebrat- 
ed their twentieth anniversary in 
2019, played all of their home 
matches at Lusitano Stadium for 
the first time. 

The Mutiny also finished the 
2019 regular season without a 
loss. They lost to the Lancaster 
Inferno in the United Women’s 
Soccer Eastern Conference finals. 

For more information on either 
Academy soccer teams please 
contact Joe Ferrara at jferrara@ 
wmpioneers.com or 413-330- 
OT 13, 


MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
FROM STADLER ACE HARDWARE 


OR YOU IS A HAPPY & HEALTHY NEW YEAR! 


@: 


ACE Gift Cards Make 
Great Stocking Stuffers! 


Pick them up at Stadler ACE Hardware 
or call ahead and arrange for 
contactless, curbside pick up! 


We Are OPEN MON.-FRI. 8AM-6PM, SAT. 8AM-4PM & SUN. 10AM-4PM 
Check out our website at www.acestadler.com 
3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007 © 413-323-4521 
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i POLICE LOGS 


Belchertown 


Editor’s note: The following 
are brief explanations of select 
entries in the Belchertown Police 
log and arrests for the weeks of 
Nov. 25 through Dec. 1. The infor- 
mation was provided by a member 
of the police department based 
on the review of the detailed log 
summary. This feature is designed 
to provide context and explana- 
tion to some of the calls police 
respond to every day. Of the 286 
calls police responded to, there 
were 17 incidents, two accidents, 
five arrest/summons and seven 
citations. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 
Saturday, Nov. 28 

203Ar — A 54-year-old 
Belchertown woman was arrested 
on charges of assault and battery 
with a dangerous weapon to wit 
plant fertilizer, assault and battery 
on intimate partner and assault to 
wit metal cane. 

10:19 a.m. — A 54-year-old 
Belchertown woman was arrested 
on charges of a violation of an 
abuse prevention order. 

4:51 p.m. — A 36-year-old 
Belchertown man was issued a 
summons for malicious damage 
to motor vehicle. 


Tuesday, Dec. 1 
5:40 p.m. — A 61-year-old 
Belchertown man was arrested on 
charges of domestic assault and 
battery and strangulation. 


ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 
Wednesday, Nov. 25 

10:15 — An officer took a report 
of unemployment fraud. 

4:07 p.m. — An officer spoke 
with individual regrading child 
custody issues. 

5:08 p.m. — Officers respond- 
ed to an accident on Federal St. 
One vehicle was heading west 
on Federal St. and a second 
was heading east when the first 
attempted to turn left onto George 
Hannum Rd on a yellow light. 
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Little Friends 
Child Care Center 
58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 
Caring for Children 1 2mos. - 9 years 
Full day, before and 
after school programs 
morning preschool program 


413-325-8447 


Lic. # 8309640 littlefriends39.com 


SEPTIC 
PUMPING 


e pumping 

e new installation 
e repairs 

e Title 5 inspection 


Compe 
Septic Service LLC 


Jason Lafleur ¢ David Kibbe 


413-323-4327 


Year Round <S 
Enrollment 
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Used Cars ¢ Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender 
Repair ¢ Painting 
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FREE ESTIMATES 
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Visa-Mastercard Accepted 
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HEATING & OIL COMPANY 


Sheet Metal Fabrication 
Is Our Specialty 
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery 
¢ 24 hr. Burner Service 
¢ Replacement of Furnaces 


¢ New Customer Discounts 


413-323-4123 
221 N. Liberty * Belchertown 


The first vehicle tuned left and 
collided with the second. No inju- 
ries were reported. 


Friday, Nov. 27 

10:48 a.m. — An officer took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

11:39 a.m. — An officer took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

10:35 p.m. — Officers respond- 
ed to assist Belchertown Fire and 
paramedics. 


Saturday, Nov. 28 
7:19 a.m. — Officers respond- 
ed to assist Belchertown Fire and 
paramedics. 
5:41 p.m. — Officers respond- 
ed to assist Belchertown Fire and 
paramedics. 


Sunday, Nov. 29 

11:16 a.m. — An officer 
returned a call for a person who 
reported their fly fishing rod and 
reel were stolen. The caller said 
they were placed next to tree on 
the Swift River and when they 
returned about 15 minutes later, 
they were gone. They believed 
someone in the area may have 
taken the rod and reel. There is no 
other information at this time. 

8:28 p.m. — Officers respond- 
ed to a residence to assist with a 
report of runaway juvenile who 
was refusing to come home. The 
juvenile was late located and 
returned home. The Dept. Child 
and Family services was contact- 
ed and a copy of the report was 
forwarded to the School Resource 
Officer. 


Monday, Nov. 30 

5:08 a.m. — Officers responded 
to an accident on Federal St. The 
operator of the involved vehicle 
said they were were blinded by 
an approaching trash truck with 
flashing lights and couldn’t see. 
This caused them to collide with 
a utility pole. There were no wit- 
nesses to any trash trucks in the 
area. No injuries were reported. 

10:56 a.m. — An officer took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

11:47 a.m. — A detective fol- 


REECE 


323-6664 


Belchertown 


HARDWARE 


lowed up on an arrest made in 
another community in a case that 
pertained to Belchertown. 
3:07 p.m. — An officer took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 
7:21 p.m. — An officer took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 


Tuesday, Dec. 1 

10:49 p.m. — An officer took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

11 a.m. — An officer took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

11:11 a.m. — An officer took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

11:30 a.m. — An officer took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

12:33 p.m. — An officer took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

1:13 p.m. — An officer took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

1:57 p.m. — An officer took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

2:09 p.m. — An officer took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

5:38 p.m. — An officer spoke 
with individual about a civil issue. 
The person had paid an individ- 
ual to do work for them and the 
person never did the work. The 
officer explained to the person it 
was a civil matter. 

5:42 p.m. — An officer took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 


Granby Police 


Editor’s Note: The Granby 
Police Department responded to 
89 calls for the week of Nov. 26 
through Dec. 3. Those arrested 
are presumed innocent until prov- 
en guilty in a court of law. All 
information is provided by the 
Granby Police Department. 


Monday, Nov. 30 
7 p.m. — Officers took a report 
of identity theft. The incident is 
still under investigation. 


Wednesday, Dec. 2 
3:05 p.m. — Officers took a 
report of identity theft. The inci- 
dent is still under investigation. 





Go to WWW.ACEHARDWARE.COM 


Choose your item(s) & pay online. Shipping is free! 
send to StadlerACE Hardware #8732 (Belchertown). 
Pick up in the store or call for contactless curbside pickup! 


3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA 
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8 to 6 ¢ SATURDAY 8 to 4, SUNDAY 10am to 4pm 


WE ARE A UPS DROP 
& MAILING CENTER 


323-4521 


our Lo 
ius 


Neal praises House passage 
of pro-cannabis ‘MORE Act 


U.S. Rep. Richard E. 
Neal, chairman of the House 
Committee on Ways and Means, 
was among those who voted 
in favor of the “Marijuana 
Opportunity Reinvestment and 
Expungement Act of 2020” last 
week. 

The bill, which seeks 
to reclassify cannabis as a 
non-dangerous substance with 
medical benefits and decriminal- 
ize sales and possession nation- 
wide, passed the House 228 
to 164. If it passes the Senate 
and becomes law, the legisla- 
tion, introduced by N.Y. Rep. 
Jerrold Nadler, would essen- 
tially create a U.S. model of 
the cannabis policy adopt- 
ed by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. 

“Today’s House consideration 
of the Marijuana Opportunity 
Reinvestment and Expungement 
Act of 2020 or the MORE Act 
marks an important step in mit- 
igating the impacts of the histor- 
ically racist war on drugs,” Neal 
said after the Dec. 4 vote. 

“This legislation will reform 
our federal criminal laws while 
also making investments in and 
empowering communities of 
color and those adversely affect- 
ed by current unjust policies,” 
he said. 

Specifically, the proposed law 
removes marijuana from the list 
of scheduled substances under 
the Controlled Substances Act 
and eliminates criminal penal- 
ties for an individual who manu- 
factures, distributes, or possess- 
es marijuana. 

The bill also makes other 
changes, including the follow- 
ing: 

replaces statutory referenc- 
es to marijuana and marihuana 
with cannabis 

requires the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics to regularly publish 
demographic data on cannabis 
business owners and employees 

establishes a trust fund to sup- 
port various programs and ser- 
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vices for individuals and busi- 
nesses in communities impacted 
by the war on drugs 

imposes a 5% tax on cannabis 
products and requires revenues 
to be deposited into the trust 
fund, 

makes Small Business 
Administration loans and ser- 
vices available to entities that 
are cannabis-related legitimate 
businesses or service providers 

prohibits the denial of federal 
public benefits to a person on 
the basis of certain cannabis-re- 
lated conduct or convictions 

prohibits the denial of benefits 
and protections under immigra- 
tion laws on the basis of a can- 
nabis-related event (e.g., con- 
duct or a conviction) 

establishes a process to 
expunge convictions and con- 
duct sentencing review hear- 
ings related to federal cannabis 
offenses 

directs the Government 
Accountability Office to study 
the societal impact of cannabis 
legalization 

“This change to federal law 
does not undermine the ability 
of states to apply their criminal 
laws to marijuana as they see 
fit. Instead, it makes marijuana 
a federally regulated substance 
that 1s subject to the FDA’s reg- 
ulatory authority and federal 
taxation. The excise tax that is 
established by the bill is similar 
to those for alcohol and tobac- 
co,” Neal said. 

“By creating a legal marijuana 
market that is subject to feder- 
al taxation, this legislation also 
creates an opportunity trust fund 
that will increase opportunities 
for individuals and communities 
affected by the War on Drugs. 
The opportunity trust fund will 
fund programs such as job train- 
ing, reentry services, and sub- 
Stance use disorder services, as 
well as assistance to small busi- 
nesses owned by socially and 
economically disadvantaged 
individuals.” 
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BERTS ROO 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate * Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles * Gutters 
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing * Snow Removal 


Tel. 413-283-4395 ¢ Cell 413-237-9434 == Penis /—~ 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 





& Boilers 
¢ New Construction 
& Renovations 


RAILER HITCHES 
SALES & REPAIRS 
Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic 


Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs ¢ Snow Plow ¢ Sanders 


DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER? 
Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts! 


Amherst Welding, Inc. 
(413) 253-4867 


330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA 
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Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers 
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Publications, Inc. 


Call Maureen McGarrett 
at 413-283-8393 
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mmcgarrett@turley.com 
to advertise your 
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Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 





ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


A1 WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


CORD WOOD Debarked and bark- 
on firewood, Seasoned & Green. Tree 
Removal Services. Call for Pricing 978- 
423-2889 www.CentralMassTree.com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


NWISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, Vintage Toys, 
Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff (413) 529-0326 gary@ 
gdcomics.com 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2**xxx*e*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 


Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 






Se 
***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


Snow Plowing, driveways and small 
parking lots. Residential and Com- 
mercial clean-outs/dumpster service. 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Monson, Ludlow 
area. Fully insured. Call DiRico Proper- 
ties (413) 530-1299 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 





DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 


Sle 
The 
rast 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 

















Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 
fal BROOKFIELD 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 





EASTHAMPTON 











Wi NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 





NEW BRAINTREE 
EST 


EAST 
BROOKFIELD 









WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 

www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PAVING 


STANLEY AND SONS PAVING 
Third Generation of quality drive- 
ways, parking lots, roadways. Free 
Estimates. Loam Delivery Senior Dis- 
counts. Call anytime (413)267-1996, 
(413) 246-7999 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 





— Add $10 for a second Zone als grinding, om ates a 
Base Price Base Price Base Price ase Price . rusn chipping. Honest an epend- 
ee sao ied s600! or add $15 to run in able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
ALL THREE ZONES. Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
: : 4212 
Name = Phone ———————————————— First ZONE base price = siuinorel wens 
. $ 
dese 7 Addasecond ZONE $10.00 STUMP 
Town, States Zip Adda third ZONE _ $5.00 <> GRINDING 
TT uadbIN 
Number of Weeks:__ X perweekrate=$ Subtotal = DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinc- 
. , ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
Credit Card: _1 MasterCard LI VISA _1 Discover LI Cash LI Check# x Number of Weeks _ fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413= 
478-4212 
Card # EE Xp. Date cw TOTAL Enclosed 
Amount of charge: _ Date: ——— 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


WWW.newspapers.turley.com 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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— OBITUARIES 
Jacqueline (Jackie) Cotner Donald Erick Keller, Jr. 
DEATH NOTICES 
AMHERST -— Jacqueline (Jackie) Cotner She was an excellent cook and baker (even GRANBY — Donald Keller, 
Adrion, 74, passed away unexpectedly on if known to be a bit of a perfectionist in 65, passed away on Nov. 30, Jacqueline Adrion 
Nov. 28, 2020 at her home in Amherst. 2020 in Holyoke. Cotner 


She was born on Feb. 1, 1946 
in Ithaca, NY to the late Walter 
Wendell Cotner and the late Coral 
Jack Cotner. 

Jackie grew up in Ithaca, 
NY. She graduated from Ithaca 
High School in 1963. After high 
school she attended several col- 
leges, including SUNY Cortland 
and Ithaca College, and gradu- 
ated from Western Connecticut 
University in Danbury, CT 
in 1969 where she received a degree in 
education. She attended graduate school 
at The University of Texas Austin where 
she received a master’s degree in Special 
Education in 1970. 

She went on to have a long teach- 
ing career in New York, Texas, Oregon, 
and Massachusetts. She retired from 
Belchertown Massachusetts Public Schools 
in 2008, receiving recognition for distin- 
guished service from the Massachusetts 
Teacher’s Association, among other com- 
mendations from state and federal represen- 
tatives. 

Jackie married William Richards (Rick) 
Adrion in 1971 in Ithaca, NY. They were 
happily married for 49 years. Rick retired in 
2011 from the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst and remains active as a Professor 
Emeritus of Computer Science. During 
their marriage, they had the opportunity to 
live in Texas, Oregon, Virginia, California, 
France and Massachusetts and to travel 
extensively in 48 states of the U.S., Europe 
and the Caribbean. 

Jackie will always be remembered as 
incredibly kind, thoughtful and friendly. 





the kitchen) and loved to research reci- 
pes and share them with family 
and friends. Her daughters have 
many cherished memories of bak- 
ing with their mom. Jackie was 
a great supporter of her daugh- 
ters’ athletic endeavors. She held 
various volunteer roles with the 
Amherst Tritons Swim Team 
throughout the 1980s and 90s, 
and attended every junior high 
and high school swimming, 
cross-country and track meet her 
daughters competed in (as well as many 
college meets). Jackie was always there 
cheering the teams on, often bringing along 
a big batch of homemade oatmeal chocolate 
chip cookies for a post-meet reward. 

Jackie was preceded in death by her 
parents and her brother Calvin Buchanan 
Cotner. 

Jackie is survived by her spouse, Rick of 
Amherst; daughters, Carrie Serra and her 
husband Marc, of Tucson, AZ; and Emily 
Adrion and her partner Joseph Casillo of 
Edinburgh, Scotland; and two grandsons, 
Taylor Serra and Cameron Serra of Tucson, 
AZ. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there 
will a private family interment. A memorial 
service is planned for spring of 2021. 

Jackie viewed cooking and baking for 
others as an expression of love, so in lieu of 
flowers the family requests memorial dona- 
tions be made to feed those in need through 
Action Against Hunger at: https://www. 
actionagainsthunger.org/. 

Condolences may be left on Jacqueline 
(Jackie) Cotner Adrion’s online memorial 
guestbook at www.douglassfuneral.com 


— PUBLIC NOTICE 


NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC AUCTION 
SNOW’S SELF 
STORAGE LLC, will sell at 
Public Auction at 746 Bay 
Road, Belchertown, MA, all 
the personal property stored in 
its facility by: 
M8: Livingstone Abali 
OutMisc 1: Rahyi Vickers 
SP4: Changrui Xin 
SP29: Changrui Xin 
At 10:00 am, Saturday, 
Saturday, December 
26, 2020, at the prem- 


ises of SNOW’S SELF 
STORAGE LLC, 746 Bay 
Road, Belchertown, MA, by 
Warren Schreiber, Auctioneer, 
as Agent for Snow’s Self 
Storage, LLC. 

Snow’s Self-Storage 
reserves the following 
rights: to bid at the public 
auction, to refuse any and 
all bids, or to cancel the 
auction at any time for any 
reason. 

12/03, 12/10/2020 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 





Donald was born in Erie, 
Pennsylvania on Jan. 13, 1955. 

He is survived by his moth- 
er Ruby Keller, brother Douglas 
M. Keller, his children Felicia 
Hubacz, Erick Keller, and 
Daniel Keller, grandchildren 
Cody Keller, Ava Laine Keller, 
Brouche and Laydien Domingez. 
He was predeceased by his father, Donald E. Keller, Sr. 
in 2012. 

Donald was a 1973 graduate of Granby High School. 
He worked for many years as a cement mason. 

He was a loving father, devoted son and brother and 
an avid outdoorsman. He spent countless hours with 
is family and teaching his children and grandchildren 
about hunting, fishing, hiking, camping and the fine art 
of becoming a turkey shoot legend. 

Donald had an easy-going way that matched the clas- 
sic rock/country music that he loved and often played 
along to with his jaw harp. He was crazy for horror and 
sci-fi movies and always had a dirty joke or picture to 
share. Donald will be greatly missed! 

Curran O’Brien was in charge of final arrangements. 

A celebration of life will be held in the summer. 

Donations may be made in Donald’s name to the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Wildlands Fund at 
Mass Wildlife, 251 Causeway St., Suite 400, Boston, 
MA 02114. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


CTE MTAWANTA ello) i Celaleya(er-t-maela(-\ Arete an) 





gANDALL's 
FARM 
RAC ONIEOLUSSS 


CGD, , 








COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





Died Nov. 28, 2020 


Donald Keller 
Died Nov. 30, 2020 


The Sentinel 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 





Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 


$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 


should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 





CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


TOWN OF PALMER TRUCK DRIV- 
ER LABORER - OPERATIONS DIVI- 
SION 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. The 
Town of Palmer is accepting applica- 
tions for Full Time Truck Driver - Labor- 
er in the Department of Public Works 
Operations Division. We are seeking 
an experienced, self-motivated indi- 
vidual with public works knowledge 
to become part of our operations di- 
vision. A High School Diploma, Class 
B Massachusetts Driver’s License with 
air-brakes endorsement is required. A 
Massachusetts Hoister’s License is fa- 
vorable. This is a union position with 
an attractive starting salary, vacation, 
sick and personal time. Please forward 
resume to 4417 Main Street, Palmer, 
MA 01069 or email rmcnutt@ townof- 
palmer.com 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM P/T 
Emergency Dispatcher & P/T Record- 
ing Secretary. Looking for a reliable 
P/T Emergency Dispatcher & P/T Re- 
cording Secretary. For application and 
more information please visit www.wil- 
braham-ma.gov. Application deadline 
12/31/20. EOE 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which Is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 





STORAGE 


SELF STORAGE - WARREN/WARE 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING Lowest prices, new units! Call Mary 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO (413) 531-3722. Securestoragema. 
AND THREE BEDROOM com 


APARTMENTS 

WINTER STORAGE Brand New Fa- 
cility Ware. Boats, RV’s, Jet Skis. 
(413)531-3722 Mary 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
*Fully Applianced 
«Community Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
*Extra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING Cr 


OPPORTUNITY 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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Children at the Belchertown Day School went on —_ While the children couldn't meet the residents face —_In lieu of a parade on Halloween, the weather in ie nes 


a small parade around Christopher Heights with —_ to face last month, the Belchertown Day School early November was ideal for a small parade of Residents at Christopher Heights came outside 
posters to greet their neighbors during the day made signs and waved outside on the sidewalk. Belchertown Day School around Christopher Heights. recently to meet their new neighbors, children 
recently. from the Belchertown Day School. 


Knights receive accolades 


for 2019-2020 year First prize 


winner 


Belchertown Lions Club 2020 
super raffle winner, Valerie Aus- 
tin, is shown here receiving her 
$10,000 first prize check from 
club treasurer Frank Cowdrey. 
A total of $22,500 in cash 
prizes were given away in 

this year’s COVID-19-version 
drawing which was done 
virtually on Facebook Live and 
on the Belchertown Community 
TV.The lions congratulated the 
10 prize winners and thanked 
to the many townspeople who 
purchased tickets to make this 
annual fundraiser a continued 
SUCCESS. 





Ut mesons oomt” 


Counc 1o899 
BELC seme Tie, hm, 


CHARLES U, Lroonm, us 
GRAMOG mga ‘ 


Members of the Belchertown Knights of Columbus ee | 2019-2020 
were present at a hybrid in-person and virtual iP eaere 

meeting held earlier in November at St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish. 





At its recent in-person and virtual council meeting, the Belchertown 
Knights of Columbus Council 10698 were honored to receive the Founders Award 
from the Supreme Council for its work the prior fraternal year. 
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CANNABIS WITH CONFIDENCE 


425 Main St Suite B, Oxford 
Medical/Adult Use 


124 West St, Ware 
Adult Use 


Visit us at 
Curaleaf.com 


FLOWER | EDIBLES | DROPPERS | TINCTURES | COD 


Please Consume Responsibly. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drugfor use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of reach of children. This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Ihere|s 
limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. there may be health 
risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgement. The impairment effects of Edible Marijuana Products may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 911. This product may be illegal outside or MA. 





